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BFC/03_03_02_08    15 December 2014 
 
TRANSPORT REVIEW – PROVISION OF SCHOOL BUSES 
 
I am writing with an update on the plan to reduce the number of bus services in the New Year. As a 
reminder, from 5 January 2015, only the bus services listed below will continue to operate:  
 

• Akrotiri to St John’s School, Episkopi. 
• North and South Paramali estate to St John’s School and Episkopi Primary School due to 

the lack of a safe walking route. 
• Ayios Nikolaos to King Richard School, Dhekelia.  
• Return from Dhekelia Primary School during the months of June, July and September. 
• Nicosia to King Richard School. 

 
Since I last wrote to you, the implementation team has been busy taking action based on your 
feedback. We have put notice boards in all our schools to help you understand how each location 
is meeting the challenges of this change. We have run a hugely successful bikeability programme 
across the island which has trained over 50 children to level 1 and 2. For those children that did not 
have the chance to attend a course there will be plenty more opportunities in the New Year. As 
part of our road safety week we have visited every school and given presentations to the children 
on road safety. The project is also delivering new bicycle racks to all our schools. 
 
You may well have noticed considerable road works and the development of new footpaths and 
drop off areas in all stations. This work is ongoing and will be in place prior to the start of next term 
and will include 2 new pelican crossings across the B6 that intersects Episkopi Garrison. 
 
While this visible activity has taken place we have been working hard with the Police and 
authorities to change speed limits and make adjustments to the existing road network to make it 
safer. For example, the speed limit on the B6 road will be reduced from 65 kph to 50 kph before 
the new term.  
 
It would appear that there is currently little appetite for a ‘walking bus’ despite the efforts of the 
school staff to initiate them. Rather than dismiss this option altogether, we will give it one more try 
in the New Year. For those children that intend to cycle, please ensure that their bike is in good 
working order, has working lights and that they wear a cycle helmet. In the case of children who 
walk to school, it is recommended by Police and schools that all under 8s are escorted by 
somebody over 16 years of age.  



 
 
 
The changes being implemented will be new to us all and there will undoubtedly be some 
challenges. For that reason, I have arranged for there to be police officers at each of the schools to 
help with de-confliction over the first few weeks of the new term. Please watch out for these staff 
and observe new signage which may direct you to a drop off point. 
 
I am still very interested in your feedback and would like to thank all of you who have submitted 
comments so far. This has genuinely helped us with the implementation process. I encourage you 
to continue to do so though the Army Families Federation at rmcyprus@aff.org.uk or call 00357 
2596 2289.  
 
Building on your feedback, my team has continued to develop the Frequently Asked Questions 
which are available at the following website www.sbaadministration.org.  I trust you will find them 
helpful. 
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