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A LAW TO AMEND AND CONSOLIDATE THE LAIV KELATIKG 
TO WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY. 

[9th April, 1952.1 

Short title. 

Intewreta- 

1. This Law may be cited as the Wireless Telegraphy Law. 

2. (1) In this Law, unless the context otherwise requires, 
the following words shall have the meaning hereby assigned 
to them, respectively, that is to say:- 

'' electric line " means a wire or wires, conductor, or 
other means used for the purpose of conveying, 
transmitting, or distributing electricity with any 
casing, coating, covering, tube, pipe, or insulator 
enclosing, surrounding, or supporting the same, or any 
part thereof, or any apparatus connected therewith 
for the purpose of conveying, transmitting, or distri- 
buting electricity or electric currents ; 

" interference " in relation to wireless telegraphy 
means the prejudicing by any emission or reflection of 
electromagnetic energy of the fulfilment of the purposes 
of the telegra hy (either generally or in part, and, 

words, as respects all, or as respect any, of the 
ients or intende recipients of any message, sound 

tion.  

without preju xi ee to the generality of the preceding 
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or visual image intended to be conveyed by the 
telegraphy) ; 

" maintain " includes possession of an apparatus for 
wireless telegraphy whether in working condition or 
not ; 

" ship " includes every description of vessel. used iii 

i 
I 

I navigation not propelled by oars but shall not include 
any ship belonging to Her Majesty; 

" vessel " includes any ship or boat, or anij O t i l e i  
description of vessel used in navigation but shall not 
include any vessel belonging to Her Majesty; 

" station for wireless telegraphy " includes tht. 
wireless telegraphy apparatus of a ship or aircraft ; 

" wireless telegraphy " means the emitting or receiX.7- 
ing, over paths which are not provided by any material 
substance constructed or arranged for that purpose, 
of electro-magnetic energy of a frequency not exceeding 
three million megacycles a second, beiiig energy which 
either- 

(a) serves for the conveying of messages, sound or 
visual images (whether the messages, sound or 
images are actually received by any person or 
not) or for the actuation or control of machinery 
01- apparatus; or 

is used in connection with the determination of 
position, bearing or distance, or for the gaining 
of information as to the presence, absence, 
position or motion of any object or of any 
objects of any class, and references to stations 
for wireless telegraphy or wireless telegraphy 
apparatus shall be construed as references tb 
stations and apparatus for the emitting or 
receiving as aforesaid of such electromagnetic 
energy as aforesaid : 
Provided that where- 

(i) a station or apparatus for wireless tele- 
graphy cannot lawfully be used without a 
wireless telegraphy licence or could not 
lawfully be used without such a licence but 
for an order under section 3; 

(ii) any such electro-magnetic energy as afore- 
said which is received by that station 
or apparatus serves for the conveying of 
messages, sound or visual images; and 
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Licensing of 
wireless 
telegraphy. 

(iii) any apparatus is electrically coupled with 
that station or apparatus for the purpose 
of enabling any person to receive any of 
the said messages, sound or visual images, 

the apparatus so coupled shall itself be deemed 
for the purposes of this Law to lie apparatus 
for wireless telegraphy. 

(2) Any reference in this Law to the emission of electro- 
magnetic energy, or to emission (as opposed to reception), 
shall be construed as including a reference to the deliberate 
reflection of electro-magnetic energy by means of any 
apparatus designed or specially adapted for that purpose, 
whether the reflection is continuous or intermittent. 

(3) Any reference in this Law to the sending or the 
conveying of messages includes a reference to the making of 
any signal or the sending or conveying of any warning or 
information, ancl any reference to the reception of messages 
shall be construed accordingly. 

(4) Any reference in this Law to apparatus on board a 
ihip or vessel shall be construed as including reference to 
apparatus on a kite or captive balloon flown from a ship 
or vessel. 

(5) Any notice required or authorized by any provision 
of this Law to be served on any person may be served by 
registered post. 

3. (1) No person shall establish, use or maintain any 
station for nireless telegraphy or insta11, use or maintain any 
apparatus for wireless telegraphy except under I he auIBiority 
of a licence in that behalf granted by the Governor, and 
any person who establishes, uses or maintains any station 
for wireless telegraphy or installs, uses or mainLains any 
apparatus for wireless telegraphy except under and in 
accordance with such a licence shall be guilty of an offence 
under this Law: . 

Provided that the Governor may, by order, exempt from 
the provisions of this subsection the es-ablishmen , insd la-  
tion, use or maintenance of stations for wireless telegraphy 
or wireless telegraphy apparatus of such classes or descrip- 
tions as may be specified in the order, either absolu.ely 
or subject to such terms, provisions and 1imitaLions as may 
he so specified. 

(2) A licence granted under this section (hereafter in 
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ihis Law referred to as " a wireless telegraphy licence ") 
may be issued, subject to such terms, provisions and 
limitations as the Governor may think fit, including in 
particular in the case of a licence to establish a station, 
limitations as to the position and nature of the station, 
the purposes for which, the Circumstances in which, and 
the persons by whom the station may be used, and tlw 
apparatus which niay be installed, used or maintained 
therein, and, in the case of any other licence, limitations 
as to the apparatus which may be installed, used or 
maintained, and the places where, the purposes for which, 
the circumstances in which and the persons by whom the 
apparatus may be used. 

(3) A wireless telegraphy licence shall, unless previously 
r-e;vked by the Governor, continue in force for such period 
as mav be specified in the licence. 

(4) A wirtdess telegraphy licence may be revoked, or the 
terms, proX*.ision:: or limitations thereof varied, by a notice 
in writing of the GoLw-nor served on the holder of the 1icenc.e 
or by a general notice applicable to licences of the class to 
which the licence in question belongs published in such 
manner as niay be specified in the licence. 

(5) Where a wireless telegraphy licence has expired or 1 ~ ~ 5  

been revoked, it shall be the duty of the person to whom the 
licence was ;sued, and of every other person in ivliose 
possession or under U hose control the licence inay be, to 
cause the lic-ence to be surrendered to the Go\wnoi if 
required by the Governor SO to do, and any person nlio, 
without reasonable excuse, fails or refuses to comply with 
the provisions of this subsection sliall be guilty of an  
offence under this Law: 

Provided that this subsection shall not apply to a 1icenc.c 
relating solely to apparatus not designed or adapted for 
emission (as opposed to reception). 

(6) Nothing in this section shall authorize the inclusion, 
in any wireless telegraphy licence relating solely to apparat 115 

not designed or adapted for emission (as opposed to 
reception), of any term or provision requiring any person to 
concede any form of right of entry into any private dwelling 
house. 

4. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, where ar, I ' t i -  

application for the grant or renewal of a wireless licence is iicel.irps. 
rlental 
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made to the Governor by a British subject and the Governor 
is satisfied that the only purpose for which the applicant 
r q u i r e s  the licence is l o  enable him to conduct experiments 

less telegraphy for the purpose of scientific research, 
vernor shall not refuse to grant or renew the licence 
all riot revoke the licence when granted and no sum 

shall be payable under any Regulations made under this 
LAW cllierwisc than on the issue or renewal of the licence. 

(2) Nothing in subsection (I) shall limit the discretion 
of the Governor as to the terms, provisions or limitations 
which he attaches to any licence or his power to vary the 
terms, provisions or limitations of any licence. 

(3) Nothing in subsection (1) shall prevent the Governor 
from refusing to grant or renew, or f i - ~ ~ ~ i  revoking, any 
licence if, whether before or after the grant or last renewal 
of the licence, the applicant has been convicted of any 
offence under this Law, whether in relation to the same or 
ally other apparatus, or has contravened any of the terms, 
provisions or limitations of that or any other wireless 
telegraphy licence granted to him, or has been convilcted of 
using any apparatus for the purpose ~f interfering with any 
\tireless telegraphy. 
(4) If it appears to the Governor that, by reason of the 

existence of a national emergency, it is expedient so to do, 
he ma)‘, by a notice in Iieriting served on the holder of any 
licence granted in pursuance of this section, revoke that 
licence, or by a general notice published in the Gazette, 
revoke all licences granted in pursuance of this section 
which are for the time being in force, and the Governor 
shall not be obliged by virtue of this section to grant or 
renew any licence, if it appears to him, by reason of the 
existence of such an emergency, inexpedient so to do. 

5.  (1) No person shall sell, deal, let or hire or otherwise 
&spose of any apparatus for wireless telegraphy in any 
place in the Colony except under the authority of a liceiice 
granted in that behalf by the Governor and subject to such 
terms and limitations as the Governor may think fit to 
iniposc. 

(2) ‘Ihc Govcrnor may, in his discretion, refuse to grant 
a 1iccnc.c wider this section to any person who, in his 
opinion, is not competent, to coinply with the terms and 
conditions of sncli licence. 
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(g) prest-ribing anything which is required by this Law 
to be prescribed and anything in respect of 
wllich this Law requires regulations to be made; 

aiid different provision may be made by any such Regula- 
tions for different cIasbes of case: 

Provided that nothing in any such Regulations shall 
require anv person to concede any form of right of entry 
into a pri;hte dwelling house for the purpose of permitting 
or facilitating the inspection of any apparatus not designed 
or d a p t e d  for emission (as opposed to reception). 

3 of 37/55 (2) Any Regulationq made under this section may 
prescribe penalties of imprisonment not exceeding six 
month., or a fine not exceeding fifty pounds or both such 
impri<onincwt arid finc for any breach of such regulations. 

(h) prescribing such forms as may be required, 

7. .lnv pe1->011 \f 1 1 0  

( (1 )  bv means of 11 ireless telegraphy, sends or attempts 
to send any message n.hich, to his Itnowledge, is 
false or misleading and is, to his kimvledge 
likely to  prejudice the efficiency of any safety 
of life service or endanger the safety of any 
person or of any vessel, aircraft or vehicle, and, 
in yirticular, any message hich, to his know- 
ledge, ialscly suggcsts that ‘1 1 se1 or xii-craft 
is in distress or in need of assistance 01- IS not 
in distress or not in need of assistance; or 

( h )  otherwise tlian under the authority of the Governor 
or in the course of his duty as a servant of the 
Crown, either- 

(i) uses any wireless telegraphy apparatus 
with intent to obtain information as to the 
contents, sender or addressee of any 
message (whether sent by means of wireless 
telegraphy or not) which neither the person 
using the apparatus nor any person on 
i~hose lxk1lf hc is acting is authorizecl by 
the Governor t o  receive ; or 
except in  thc CC)UI-SC‘ of lcgal proccedings or 
for the purpose of any report thereof, 
discloses any infortnation as to the contents, 
scnder or addressee of  any such messagc, 
bcing informat ion which would not have 
come to his knowledge but for the use of 

‘ l i l t 1  ell\ 
I I O S ~ l l l  l l f  

intssagc 5 .  

(ii 



8. (1) Subject lo the provisions o t  this section, the Terlltorlal 

(.) to all stations arid appantus within, or for the ~'ro'lsl''ns 

( n )  ~ (b )  

cxteiit of 
prerwting 

b of 37 /55 .  

preceding provisions of this Law sh ,111 apply-- 

time being within, the territorial h i t s  of the 

(b )  subject to any limitations v,hkln the Governor may 
by Regulations determine, to all apparatus which 
is not in or over ~ F P  Colony but was released 
from within the Colony or froin any British 
seagoing ship or Eriiidi aircraft which is 
1-egiste:i-ed in tli: Colcm 

and, without prejudice to the  iiiabil:Oy ol any other person, 
in the event of any corrtra.a*eintio;, of the said preceding 
provisions or of any Reg1~I;ltioi:s made unc~ei- ttiis Law 
occurring in relation tn  any station or Itppamtus on board 
or released froni any v e w d  31 aircrcift, the cdptain or the 
person for the time being in charge of the vessel or aircraft 
shall be guilty of an offence under this Law: 

Provided th:zt the capaaiin or  person for the time being 
in charge of a v~ssel  or dircraft shall not be guilty of any 
offence under this S,anr by reawn of any contravention of 
the said provisims or Regulations occurring in relation to 
apparatus on hoard the wssel or aircraft if the contravention 
consists of the use L:y a p a  nger on board the ship or 
aircraft of apparatus not t l e+y t~ l  or adapted tor emission 
(as opposed to ieceytion) tvliich is not part of the wireless 
telegraphy apparatus, if any, ~f rkac ship or aircraft. 

(2) The Governor iaair rwke Regulations for regulating 
the use, on board any" foreign seagoing ship or foreign 
aircraft within the Pmibs oi the C ~ l o n y  of wireless tele- 
graphy apparatus on board the ship os- aircraft, and such 
Regulations may providc for the pixnishrnent of persons 
contravening the regulations by such fine, not exceeding in 
the case of any one cffence one hundred pounds, as may be 
specified in the Regulations, and for the forfeiture of any 
wireless telegraphy apparatus in resFect of which an offence 
under such Regulations is committed; but, save as aforesaid, 
nothing in this Law shall operate so as to impose any 
prohibition or restriction on persons using wireless tele- 
graphy apparatus on board any foreign seagoing ship or 
foreign aircraft. 

Colony; and (4. 

i 



(3) The Governor may by order direct that any reference 
in this section to any British ship OP aircraft registered in 
the Colony shall be construed as including a reference to any 

4(d)of37/55* British ship or aircraft within the territorial limits of the 
Colony which, registered in any coIony, British protectorate 
or British protected state, or registered under the Law 
of any other country or territory outside the Colony which 
is, for the time being, admmistered by Mer Majesty's 
Gcwernment in the United Kingdom. 

l ' o ~ s o f  9- (1) The Governor may ho%d examinations to deter- 
to ,~lreless  mine tlw competence of the persons examined to fill 
pcrsouncl pFsitions in connection with the operation of stations for 

\VI reless telegraphy or wireless teiegra phy apparatus and 
nnay issue to persons suctessful at such examinations 
cerrificates of competence of such type.; as he may, from 
t in ic  !i'i time, determine 

(2) 'I h53 Governor may issue to such persons as he thinks 
fit authorities in writing authorizing the persons to whom 
ilie atitI~oritit.s are issued to fill sw h positions in connection 
with t he  OI-PeiatiQn of stations for wireless telegraphy or 
i~irc"~ew telegraphv apparatus as may be specified in the 
respec-1 I \  U. authorrties, being positions flor the holding of 
u-liich 1 lie ~ S S ~ S S ~ O I I  of such an arithori t y is, under wireless 
t c k g r ~ p h v  l ice ixe~ gr-anted under this Law or under any 
licences &-dented under m y  corresponding law of any part 
of Her hLjesty's dominions, a necessity or a qualification. 

( 3 )  'The Governor, if it appears io him that there are 
scfiicient grounds so to do, may, at any time, suspend any 
ai,tPrority gramiferi iander the last preceding subsection with 
a view to the re~wca Lion thereof, and, where he so suspends 
an anati-rozty, rlle povisions of the Schedule to this Law 
shall have effrct . 

(4) Whwe any authority granted under subsection (2) 
of t h i s  section tias ceased to be in force or has been 
~,rrsp~nckd, it shall he the duty of the person to whom the 
: i i ~ t l ~ r i ~ g i  w a s  issued, and of everji other person in whose 

swri or undcr ~ v l i i m  control the authority may ba, 
lac iIle a.ik%rorjty 10 he surrendered to the Governor if 
tYi 1-rv t h .  G I n ~ ~ T r  

\ I .  fails OF refuses to comply 
with tirc pY,$+i!c~lE of t 
offelice ELIldtT iltrs Law. 

GO\ ernor as 

Scl,edllle. 

so to do, and any person who, 

:ubsection, shall be guilty of an 
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(5) The Governor may charge to persons applying to take 
part in any examination under this section, and to 
applicants for, or for copies of, any certificate or authority 
issued under this section, such fees, if any, as he 
determine. 

10. (1) Where the Gowrnor in Council is satisfied that, 
for the purpose of ensuring the proper and efficient working in council 
and use of any station for wireless telegraphy, it is expedient 
and in the public interest so to do, he may make an Order Ira the 
(hereinafter referred to as a '' restricting Order ") under v?inity Of 

(2) A restricting Order shall be published in the Gazette 5 of 37/55. 

wireless 

installations. 
this section. telegraphy 

and shall relate to any area specified in the Order being 
within one mile of the station for wireless telegraphy in 
respect of which the Order i s  made. 

(3) A restricting Order may provide- 
(a) either €or the prohibition, or the restriction, or 

both such prohibition and restriction, of the 
erection of buildings, structures (including elec- 
trical appliances of any kind) or other things 
or any class of buildings, structures as aforesai 
or other things on the area specified in the 
Order or any part of such area; 

(b)  either for the prohibiti~n, or the restriction, or 
both such prohibition and restriction, of the 
planting of any trees QQ class of tf-ees in the area 
specified in the Order or any part thereof. 

(4) Any person who contravenes an Or er made under 
this section shall be guilty of an o ence and shall be liable 
to a fine not exceeding one hundred  pound.^. 

(5) Any person suffering Boss or damage in consequence 
of a restricting Order under this section, shall be paid 
compensation therefor by the person in whose favour the 
restricting Order was ma. e and, in default of agreement, 
the amount of such compensation shall be determined by 
the President of the District Court of the District within 
which the land is situate. 

Penalties. 11. Any person who- 
(a) shall establish, use or maintain any station for 6of37/55. 

wireless telegraphy or shall install, use or 
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maintain any apparatus for wireless telegraphy 
except under and in accordance with a licence 
granted under the provisions of this Law; 

(b)  shall sell, deal, let or hire or otherwise dispose of 
any apparatus for wireless telegraphy in any 
place in the Colony except under the authority 
of a licence granted under the provisions of this 
Law ; 

(c) contravenes or fails to comply with the provisions 
of section 7 or 9 of this Law, 

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to imprison- 
ment for a term not exceeding one year or to a fine not 
exceeding one hundred pounds or to both imprisonment 
and fine, and the Court, in addition to any other penalty, 
may- 

(i) order that all or any of the apparatus of the 
station, or, as the case niay be, of the apparatus 
in connection with which the offence has been 
committed, to be forfeited; 

(ii) in any case in which such apparatus has been 
used without a licence, order a sum, equivalent 
to any licence fee payable by the person con- 
victed, to be paid by such person. 

12. Any Regulations made or licences granted under the 
Law repealed by this Law* which are in force immediately 
before the date of corning into operation of this Law? shall, 
as from that date and until other Regulations are made 
under this Law, be deemed to be Regulations made OK 
licences granted under this Law and shall, with any 
necessary modifications. have effect accordingly. 

Saving. 

SCHEDULE. 
(Section 9 (3).) 

PROCEDURE IN RELAXION TO SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION OF 
AUTHORITIES IT0 WIRELESS PERSONNEL. 

1. The Governor shall, on sU:;pending the a.~nthority, serve on the 
person to whom it was issued a notice infornzinghim of the suspension, 
of the gorinds thereof and of his rights un&r the subsequent provisions 
of this Schedule and iwther informing hiin that, ii he does not avail 
himself of those rights, the Gavemior may sevoke the authority: 

The Law repealed by this Law was the Wireless Telegraphy Law (1949 (.hp 284). 
I 111--1- I I_ 

t This Law came WILO perd. x i  UI;O the ~ 0 t h  S G i ) t e ~ b e x ,  fits53 (53 'Jot XI, 5100). 
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Provided that, where i)t appears to the Governor that it is not 
reasonably practicable to serve the notice on tlie said person, the 
Governor, in ?ku  of serving the notice on him, shall take such steps, by 
advertisement or otherwise, to bring the notice to his knowledge as 
appear to the Governor to be reasonable in .the circumstances. 

2. (1) If, within such lime and in such manner as may be specified 
in the notice, the person to whom the authority was issued requests that 
the question whether the authority should be revoked or the suspension 
thereof continued or terminated should be referred to an advisory 
committee, the Governor, unless he terminates the suspension, shall 
refer that question to an advisory committee accordingly. 

(2) Every such advisory committee shall consist of three persons 
appointed by the Governor, of whom one shall be an independent 
chairman selected by the Governor and two shall be persons nominated, 
respectively, by such body or bodies representing employers of wireless 
operators and such association or associations representing wireless 
operators as seem to the Governor to be appropriate for the purpose. 

(3) Where a question is referred to an advisory committee under this 
paragraph, the Comniittce shall enquire into tlie matter, shall consider 
any representations made by the person to \vhom the authority was 
issued, and shall then make a report to the Governor stating the facts as 
iound by them and the action which, in their opinion, ought to be taken 
its respects tlie rei-ocation of the autlioritj. or the continuation or 
termination of the suspension thereof, and the Governor shall consider 
the report. 
(4) After considering the report of the advisory committee or, as the 

case may be, cm the expiration of the time referred to in sub-paragraph (1) 
of this paragraph without the person to whom tlie authority was issued 
having required in the manner therein referred to that question should 
be referred to an ad\isory committee, the Governor shall, as he thinks tit, 
either revoke the authority, or terminate tlir suspension thereof, or 
continue the suspensioii tlicrcot' for sucli period as he thinks fit, 

(5) I\'lwre the Goi.crnor rc\.okes the authority or continues tlic 
suspension thereof, lic shall, if  rcqucsted so to do by the person to whom 
the authority was issued, inform him of the opinion which the advisory 
committee expressed as to the action which ought to be taken as respects 
the revocation of tlie authority or the continuation or termination of the 
suspension thereof. 

~ 

3. Any expenses incurred by an advisory committee under this 
Schedule to  such extent as may be determined by the Governor, including 
such sums in respect of the expenses of the members df the committee 
as inay he so determind, shall be paid out of the general revenues of 
I h r  (:olony. 








