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A LAW TO MAKE PROVISION FOR THE CONSERVATION AND 
USE O F  WATER RESOURCES, FOR THE BETTER DISTRIBU- 
TION OF WATER SUPPLIES AND FOR P U R P O S E S  CONNECTED 

THEREWITH. 9 of 55. 
[28th March, 1955.1 ii; $::: 

1. This Law may be cited as the Water (Pevelopnient Short title. 
and Distribution) Law. 

PART I. 
PRELIMINARY, 

2. In this Law, unless the context otherwise requires--- In te r~ r r t a -  
area” means a water developnient area declared tion’ 

I ‘  

under the provisions of this Law; 
“ Chairman ” means the Chairinan of a Coinniittee; 
“ Committee ” means a Water Development Coin- 

mittee established under this Law; 
“ Court ” means the President of the 1)istrict Court 

of the district within which the area or part of thcl  area 
of a Committee, a party to the proceedings, is situated; 

“ doriiestic purposes ” means any purposes which, 
according to the ordinary habits of life, are coninionly 
satisfied in a home in Cyprus but shall not include the 
use of water for irrigation or for any trade, manu- 
facture or business; 
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" immovable property " has the same meaning as 
in section 2 of the Immovable Property (Tenure, 
Registration 'and Valuation) Law ; 

" private water rights " includes a right to take or 
utilize water irrespective of whether such right is held 
or enjoyed together with or independently of land; 

" property " includes movable and immovable 
property ; 

" statutory water undertaker " means a Water Board 
established under the provisions of the Water Supply 
(Municipal and Other Areas) Laws; 

" supply of water in bulk " means a supply of water 
for distribution by the undertakers taking the supply; 

" water " means any water privately owned and not 
vested in the Government; 

" water undertaker " means any company, partner- 
ship, board, commission, committee or other person 
supplying water within the area; 

" waterworks " means wells, bores, reservoirs, dams, 
weirs, tanks, cisterns, tunnels, filter beds, conduits, 
aqueducts, mains, pipes, fountains, sluices, valves, 
pumps, channels, engines and all other structures or 
appliances used or constructed for the storage, con- 
veyance, supply, distribution, measurement or regula- 
tion of water which are so used or have been constructed 
under or for the purposes of any Law, under which a 
water undertaker is functioning or for the purposes of 
his undertaking. 

Cap. 224. 

Cap 350. 

PART rr. 
DEVELOPMENT AREAS AND COMMITTEES, 

Power to 3. (1) If it appears to the Governor in Council that the 
incouncil conservation and better use of water resources within a 
to declare certain area, the provision of sufficient water supplies 

therein and their equitable distribution and availability at  
fair prices or the effective execution of an island-wide 
policy relating to water, may thereby be more effectively 
secured, the Governor in Council may, by Order (hereinafter 
referred to as the " development Order "1 declare such area 
to be a development area and thereupon the provisions of 
this Law shall apply to this area. 

Governor 

areas. 
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(2) Any development Order may contain such incidental, 
consequential and supplementary provisions, as the 
Governor in Council may consider necessary or expedient 
for the effective carrying out of the Order. 

4. (1) On the declaration of an area under scction 3, Establlsfr 
ment oi the Governor shall, by Order, establish a Water Ilevelop- thLer 

ment Committee in respect of that area. 

(2) A Committee shall consist of- 

!iPVt?l\Jlr 

'(If e, 
4 ?,I 

(a) a Chairman and not more than five other members 
to be appointed by the Governor to hold office in 
accordance with the terms of the appointment 
for four years after the date of their appointment, 
unless such appointment is previously terminated 
by the Governor; 

( b )  where in any area there is functioning any 
statutory water undertaker such undertaker shall 
be entitled to be represented on the Committee 
by a person nominated by him as a member 
of the Committee to hold office for such period 
as may be specified in the nomination. 

(3) The Governor may, by an Order made under sub- 
section (l), make further provision as to the method and 
procedure of nomination of members under paragraph (b )  
of subsection (2). 

(4) A Committee may make rules governing its own pro- 
ceedings, the convening of its meetings, the quosum thereof, 
the appointment of subcommittees for certain purposes, 
and providing, subject to the approval of the Governor, for 
the payment of any allowances to any of its members. 

(5) A Committee may act notwithstanding a vacancy 
among the members thereof. 

5. A Committee, established mder  the provisions of thr- E:;;,i3 
Law, shall be a body corporate by the name of '' Wat: 
Development Coinmittee of 
indicating the area) and by that nanie it shall have perpetita.1 ~orpo ,h t i j  
succession and a corporate seal in such form as n a y  be 
approved by the Governor, with power to hold prope*ty, 
to enter into contracts, to institiate or defend suits 2nd 
other legal proceedings, and, generally, to do all things 
which may be necessary for the purpose of its establishrimit. 

merit 
> I  (insertiazg a naqt, c ?;:;1~t(pe 
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Effects of 

ment of a 

6. (I) From and after the date of the establishment of 

(a) all water, private water rights and waterworks 
within the area shall, subject to the provisions 
of this Law, be transferred to and be vested in 
the Committee without any conveyance, assign- 
ment or transfer whatsoever, free from all 
charges, encumbrances, rights or liabilities of 
any nature notwithstanding anything contained 
in any provision of the Immovable Property 
(Tenure, ICegistration and Valuation) Law or 
any contract or agreement and the Director of 
Lands and Surveys shall cause any necessary 
amendment of any registration of any siich 
water, private water rights or waterworks to be 
made: 

establish- 

Committee. 
a Committee in an area- 

Cap. 224. 

2 of 15/56. 

Provided that any water, water rights or 
waterworks, vested in any statu tory water 
undertaker operating within the area, or  
governed and regulated by a special J,aw in 
force for the time being, shall not be transferred 
to or vested in the Committee but shall contiiirit: 
to be vested in and be the property of suc:Ei 
undertaker : 

Provided further that where the Chair ri i n r  i of 
a Committee gives notice in writing to the 
Director of Lands and Surveys, within a perjoli 
of one month from the date of the estahlislaiiwa’l 
of the Committee, that it is the intentkm of the 
Committee to make an order undvr section 29 
granting rights to former owners of any water 
or waterworks or to former beneficiaries of 
water rights in the Committee’s area, and 
provided that such order is made by the 
Committee and published in the Gazette within 
a period of three nionttis from the date of the 
establishment of the Committee, then the 
Director of Lands and Surveys shall mot, 
pending the publication of such order, cause 
any amendment of any registration of any such 
water, private water rights or waterwolrks to 
be made under this paragraph, notwithstanding 
the vesting of such water, private water rights 
or waterworks in the Committee under this 
paragraph ; 
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ship of a judicial officer appointed by the Chief 
Justice ; 

(d)  subject to the provisions of the Wells Law and cap. 351. 
subject to paragraphs (6) and (c) of this sub- 
section, no person shall acquire, transfer, enjoy 
or operate any water, water rights or waterworks 
within the area, or shall convey or bring thereto 
or distribute thereto, therefrom or therein any 
water save under a permit, and subject to such 
ternis and conditions as the Comniittee Inay 
impose. 

(2) Any person who acts in contravention of Iaragraph 
(d) of subsection (1) shall be liable to imyrisomnent not 
exceeding six months or to a fine not exceeding one hundred 
pounds or to both such imprisonment and fine and afiy 
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Minutes. 

Executing 
decisions of 
Committee. 

Functions of 

I 

waterworks, other than waterworks consisting of immovable 
property, used in.connection with the water in respect of 
which the offence was committed shall be forfeited. 

7. Minutes of the proceedings of every meeting of a 
Committee shall be drawn up correctly and entered in a 
book kept for that purpose and shall be signed by the 
Chairman and, when so signed, shall be received in evidence 
in all proceedings without further proof. 

8. (1) It shall be the duty of the Chairman to see that all 
and every decision of the Committee is duly executed and, 
where such decision necessitates the expenditure of funds, 
to see that such expenditure is in accordance with the 
approved estimates. 

(2) Notices and all documents and communications from 
the Committee shall be signed by the Chairman and com- 
munications to the Committee shall be addressed to the 
Chairman. 

1 

1 

~ 

1 

~ 

, 

I 

i 

I 

PART 111. 

FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE. 
9. Subiect to the Drovisioris of this Law. a Comnnittee a Committee. shall, within its area, iiave power to perform all or any of the 

following functions :- 
(a) to promote the conservation and develop the 11sc of 

water resources and co-ordinate the distribution 
of water supplies; 

(b)  to provide and maintain, or secure or promote the 
provision and maintenance of, a good and 
sufficient supply of water and to keep or cause to 
be kept clean and in good repair all waterworks 
connected therewith : 

Provided that no supply of water for any other 
purposes shall be made iinless the supply of water 
for domestic piirposes is not likely to be 
diminished or affected thereby; 

( c )  to furnish a supply of water in bulk, on such terms 
as may bc agreed, to any water undertaker, 
whether statutory or not, within the area and, 
subject to the approval of the Governor, to any 
water undertaker, whether statutory ox not, 
outside the area; 
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(a) to carry out a survey of all or any of the water 
resources in or available for the area and of the 
existing consumption of, and demand for, water 
supplies in the area; 

( c )  to prepare an estimate of the future water supply 
requirements of the area; 

(f) to advise the Governor upon matters connected 
with the conservation and use of water resources 
and the administration and operation of any Law 
relating to or in any way affecting any such 
matters ; 

(g) to advise statutory water undertakers in the pre- 
paration and co-ordination of schemes relating 
to water supply; 

(h )  to require any water undertaker, whether statutory 
or not, to furnish information relating to their 
existing or proposed waterworks, the consump- 
tion of water and the demand for water supplies 
in the area where they are supplying or are 
authorized to supply water and the water 
resources in or available in that area; 

(i) to require any water undertaker, whether statutory 
or not, functioning within the area to comply 
with such directions as the Committee may 
deem necessary for the better co-ordination of 
water supplies, and distribution of water within 
the area: 

Provided that any water undertaker 
dissatisfied with any such directions may within 
the prescribed period appeal to the Tribunal, 
whose decision thereon shall be final and 
conclusive. 

For the purposes of this proviso " Tribunal " 
has the same meaning as in the second proviso 
to paragraph (e) of section 6. 

10. For the purpose of providing its area, or any part EE2lof 
thereof, with a supply of water, a Committee may, subject tlie 

(a) construct, take on lease, or, with the approval of 
the Governor, purchase by agreement any 
waterworks wherever situated; 

(b )  with the approval of the Governor, purchase by . agreement any immovable property, water- 

to the provisions of this Law- Committee. 



10 CAP. 348. J Water (Develojmelzt and Distribution). 
-- -- 

works or undertaking of any water undertaker 
other than a statutory water undertaker ; 

(c) impose water rates or charges for the supply of 
water and for any services rendered in connection 
therewith; 

(a) contract with any person for the slipply of water to 
the Committee. 

! Power to the 11. The Commit tee niay appoint such officers and 
to appoint servants as may be necessary for the eficient exercise of the 
Officers powers and duties i-ested in, and iriiposed ora, the Committee 

by this Law: 
Provided that such officers ancl servants shall hold office 

during the pleasure of the Conrniittec arid shall receive such 
remuneration as the Comniittee, with tlie approval of the 
Governor, shall determine. 

CommitteE 

Power to 
enter upon 
land and 
compensa- 
tion for 
damage. 

12. (1) Any person appointed by the Committee for the 
purpose of carrying out any repairs or improvements tu  any 
waterworks may, ky himsclf, hi.; agei-rts or contractors, 
subject to a written atithorization by thc ( h i r m a n  mid 
after giving twen ty-four hours prior iw; tc -c  io  the m m r  
and the occupier of anjr land, enter i i p - ~ i i  s11clr land foi* thc 
purpose of carrying oiLt the worh arid cut down OF r~mi lve  
all such trees, hedges, tlry \~;tlls or othcr things w ~ ~ I c ! :  i t  
niay be necessary to clit down or n-eni~v~’ for silt-h pun po 

Provided that where ;my sirc.Lr land is situ-tecl w-iihiii 
any forest no entry thereupon shall be ixiade rind no tsw:. 
hedges, dry walls or other things shall be cut or rerr?uvec’! 
unless the consent of tlic Conservator of Forests is fiist 
obtained. 

(2) For all property destroyed or damaged in the exercise 
of the powers conferred by siibsectioxi (I), compensation 
shall be paid to the owner Ihereof by tlie Coinni i t tc~.  

(3) Such compensation, if not otherwise agreed ripcm, 
shall be deterniined by two referees, one to be alq&iitc-l 
by the Conimittee and one by the other party intcresieL1 
and, if such referetss fail to agree, the colupensation sb I I  be 
determined by thc IXrcctor of 1,ands and Silrveys, n.hosc 
decision thereon shall be final arid conclusive. 

Power to 

streets. 

13. Any person ap~)oiiited by the Coninlittee for the 
pirpose of carrying oiit any \York iinder this Law may, by 
hiniself, his agents or contractors, subject to a written 

break open 
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authorization by the Chairman, open and break up any 
road or pavement : 

Provided that such person shall complete or came the 
work to be cornplcted with :dl conlwiient speed and shall, 
at the cost and cxl)ense of the Committee, fill in the ground 
and reinstate iintl imke good the road or pal ement so opened 
or broken up and remo\*e the rubbish occasioned thereby, 
arid shall, at all times whilst any siich road or pavenient 
shall be so opcwxl or broken up, cause the same to be 
fenced and giiardecl and shall came a light sufficient for the 
warning of iiscrs of such road or pavement to be set up and 
kept thereat w-ery night during which such road or pave- 
ment continues to be open or broken up. 

14. Where the intended work consists only in the laying I+ayingof 
of pipes on or ilnder any land or in the construction of any meS. 
iindergroiind channel under any land, other t hail land 
covered with hiiildings, or in repairing or renewing any such 
pipes or channcl, it shall not bc: necessary to acquire any 
land in connection thertlwith but in eveiy such case the 
Comtnittw sliall, before laying such pipes or constructing 
such channel or repairing or renewing an17 such pipe or 
channel, serve on the owner and on the occi;pier of the land 
or affix on the land by means of a notice board, a notice of 
their intention together with a description of the intended 
work; and, if within fourteen days after the service or 
affixing of tht. notice, the owner and the occupier fail to 
give their consent or if they attach to their consent any 
conditions to which thc Conmiittee objects, the Administra- 
tive Secretary may give his consent for the laying of si~ch 
pipes or the construction of siich channel or the repairing or 
renewing of siich pipes or chiitnnel, either unconditionally 
or subject to such terms and conditions, including the pay- 
ment of compensation as he thinks just, and such consent 
shall be sufficient authority for the carrying oiit of the 
intended work in accordance with the terms and conditiops 
thereof. 

15. If any rates or charges payable under ihis Law or 
any Regulations made thereiinder are not paid when to cut off 

properly due under this Law or any Regiilations made Slvpl~. 
thereunder, the Committee may, without prejudice to 
their right to proceed as in section 42 provided, art of1 the 
supply of water to the premises and recover the expenses 
reasonably incurred by the Committee in so doing in the 
same manner as if they were a rate or charge due. 

1 .  * *  , _  
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Power to 
enter 
premises. 

16. (1) The Chairman of a Committee or any person 
authorized by him in writing in that behalf, may, without 
warrant, enter any premises at any time between the hours 
of sunrise and sunset or, in the case of any business premises, 
at  any hour when the business is usually carried on, for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether the provisions of this Law 
or any Regulations made thereunder are being complied 
with: 

Provided that admission to any premises used as a 
dwelling house shall not be demanded under this section 
unless twenty-four hours' prior notice of the intended 
entry has been given to the occupier. 

(2) Any person who prevents or obstructs any person 
mentioned in subsection (1) in the exercise of the powers 
conferred upon him by that subsection shall be guilty of an 
offence and shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding 
one month or to a fine not exceeding ten pounds or to both 
such imprisonment and fine. 

17. The Chairman may, at any time by writing under his 
hand, depute to any person all or any of the duties, yowers 
and authorities vested in him by the provisions of this Law. 

Power to 

duties, 
powemand 

depute 

authorities. 

COMPULSORY ACQUisITIoN OF IMMOVABLE h o P E R T S r .  

Conlpu*sory 18. (1) If any immovable property or waterworks, 
of whether within the area or outside, required for any purpose 

within the duties or powers of a Committee cannot be 
waterworks. acquired by agreement, the Committee may, by resoluticrri 

passed by not less than three members thereof, decide that 
the immovable property or waterworks be acquired COM- 
pulsorily for the purpose specified therein. Copy of such 
resolution and of the minutes relating thereto, together 
with a plan of such immovable property or waterworks arid 
particulars as regards its owner, estimated value, description 
and any other matter which may be necessary for the 
purpose, shall be forwarded by the Chairman tc. the 
Governor for his consideration as hereinafter provided. 

(2) The Chairman, before submitting for the consideration 
of the Governor the documents mentioned in subsection (1) 
shall cause a notice in the form set out in the Schedule to be 
published in the Gazette and also to be posted at  a 
conspicuous place within the ares in which the immovable 
property or waterworks to be acquired are situated. 

acquisition 

property or 

Schedule. 
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(3) At the expiration of the period set out in the notice, 
the Chairman shall forward to the Governor the documents 
mentioned in subsection (l), together with any objection or 
statement made against the proposed acquisition. 

(4) If the Governor approves the plan submitted and con- 

I 
9 

I 

COMPULSORY ACQUISITION OF UNDERTAKINGS. 
19. A Committee may, with the authority of the ~E;;$;;;Y 

Governor, acquire compulsorily as a going concern the of under- 
undertaking of any non statutory water undertaker, whether takings. 
operating within the area or outside, in any case where it 
deems it necessary so to do in the public interest and, in 
particular, in order to promote the simplification and 
standardization of methods of a supply of water and the 
co-ordination of its distribution within the area. 

20. Where a Committee has been authorized by the 
Governor under section 19 to acquire the undertaking of any vest on 
non statutory water undertaker, such Committee shall notice. 
serve on such undertaker, either personally or by double 
registered post, a notice in writing specifying the date on 
which the Committee proposes to acquire the undertaking 

to 
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(in this Law referred to as " tlie date of acciuisition ' I )  

and, as froiii siich date,-- 
((1) the iindcrtaking sliall he transferred to ,  and vest in, 

the Coniniittee free froin a11 chnrgw and enciiin- 
brances wliatsoe~~cr, including all property ancl 
assets of tlic 11011 statutory water iindertaker in 
connection with tlic undertaking ancl tlic 
1)irector of I-ands ;tnd Siir\feys shall cause any 
necessary anieiidiiient of any registration of any 
iniiiiovablc I)roperty to be made ; 

( h )  , ill  book debts and other nionies owing to the former 
water iindcrtaker on account of the undertaking 
and the right to siie for, recover and give receipts 
for such debts and iiioiiies shall be transferred to, 
aiid vest in, the Coniniittee; 

(0 tlic rights aiid liabilities of tliv foriiier water 
iindcrtaktlr iincler any contract ill respect of a 
work in connection ~ v i t l i  tlie iindc.rtaking wliicli 
is in the coiii'se ol construction, extension or 
repair shall be trarisferred to, and vest in, the 
Coni n 1 it t ee ; 

(d )  tlie rights and liabilities of the foi-iller \vater iiiidei- 
taker tinder anj' contract in resl'cct of the siipply 
of water s l i d  be transferred to, and vest in, the 
Comiiiit tee. 

( rimpensa- 

.,c~,,,js,,,ol, 

21. ( 1 )  The c.oiiil)C'ii';ition i t 1  reslwt of tlie acqinisition 
o f  tlic iindertaking of ;I noli stntiitory water iindertaker 
shall, i l l  dc.faiilt of agrecnic'nt, l)c tlcterniined by arbitration 
iindt.~ the pro\.isions of thc Arbitration Law, in accordance 
with the lxinciples set oiit in subsection ( Z ) ,  by reference to 
two arbitrators one to be appointed by each party and 
every siich reference shall be deemed to constitute an 
arbitration agreement within the meaning of the said Law. 

(2) 111 determining the coinpensation to be paid under 
subsection ( I  ) thc arbitrators shaEl,-subject to the provisions 
of sectioii 23, have regard ti' the following considerations, 
and to tlie bearing of any such consideration upon the others, 
nan le1 y :-- 

(0) tlic fair market valiie at  the date of acquisition of 
t 1 I c i 111 ino\rable property , waterworks , in at erials 
and plant of tlie iindcrtakers suitable to, and 
used by, them for the piirposes of the tinder- 
takiiig, due regard being had to the naturle and 

tion on 

I I  titlcrtd 1, tng. 
Cap 4 

. 
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condition of such immovable property, water- 
works, materials and plant and to the state of 
repair thereof ; 

(b) the value, as assessed by the arbitrators, of any book 
debts and other monies and of any rights and 
liabilities transferred to the Committee by 
operation of paragraphs ( b ) ,  (c) and ( d )  of 
section 20; 

( c )  any amount collected by way of premiums by the 
undertakers in connection with the undertaking. 

(3) Where the cornpensation for the acquisition of any 
undertaking is determined by arbitration in accordance 
with the provisions of this section, the Committee shall pay 
interest a t  the rate of four per centuni per annuin upon the 
amount of such compensation or any outstanding balance 
thereof froin the date of the acquisition until the date of pay- 
ment by the Committee of such compensation or balance. 

(4) Where any property or any undertaking which is 
compulsorily acquired under the provisions of tliis Law 
is subject to any mortgage or any other legal charge what- 
soever, the compensation or such part thereof as niay be 
sufficient to discharge the mortgage or other charge, shall 
be paid to the mortgagee or person in whose favour the 
charge operates in satisfaction in whole or in part of the 
suni secured by the mortgage or which is subject to the 
charge . 

22. Where there are persons having a share in, or any Competisa- 
other right over, the water of any undertaking which is zeron 
compulsorily acquired under the provisions of this Law, the acquisition 
following provisions shall have effect :- of under- 

taking 
( U )  the Committee shall, subject to the conditions under 

which such share or right was enjoyed or exer- 
cised, continue to supply every such person with 
a quantity of water sufficient for his reasonable 
domestic needs, having regard to the quantity 
of water which such person was receiving at the 
time of the acquisition of -the Itndcrtaking and 
to the Committee’s other conimitments aiid 
obligations under this Law ; 

(b )  the person so supplied shall pay the siinie rates or 
charges paid by him on the date o f  the 
acquisition : 

Provided that if the quantity of the water 
c.--vI. 01 
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supplied is more than that received by him on 
the date of the acquisition or if its qudity is 
improved, or if for the maintenance of the 
supply of the same quantity of water additional 
expenditure is required, the Committee may 
impose such additional rates or charges, as it 
may deem fit, but so that the rates or charges 
payable by such person shall not exceed the 
rates or charges payable under this Law by any 
person who had no share in, or any other right 
over, the water of the undertaking; 

(c) the fair market value of the water so supplied, at 
the date of the acquisition, shall be taken into 
account in estimating the compensation payable 
under section 23 and shall be deducted there- 
from accordingly ; 

( d )  if any dispute arises as to the quantity of water 
to be supplied by the Committee, such dispute 
shall be referred by the Committee to the 
Director of Lands and Surveys for hi4 decision: 

Provided that any party aggrieved by the 
decision may, within thirty days the 
communication to him of such decision, appeal 
to the Court of the district in which the water is 
found and the decision of such Court shall be 
final and conclusive on all parties. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS IN RESPECT OF COMPULSORY 
ACQUISITION. 

23. (1) The Governor may, before sanctioning the com- 
pulsory acquisition of an immovable property or water- 
works under subsection (4) of ,section 18 or before 
authorizing the compulsory acquisition of the undertaking 
of any water undertaker under section 19, require the 
compensation to be paid in respect thereof to be ascer- 
tained in the manner provided by the immediately following 
provisions of this section. 

(2) Where the Governor has required under subsection (1) 
the asccrtainment of the compensation the Committee 
shall-- 

( ( I )  ill thc case of acquisition of immovable property 
scn-c’ a notice on any person interested calling 
upon him to have the compensation to be paid 
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in respect thereof agreed upon or in default of 
agreement determined by arbitration ; 

(b )  in the case of acquisition of an undertaking serve 
on the water undertaker concerned a notice in 
writing (in this Law referred to as " the notice 
of the proposed acquisition ',) informing him 
of the proposed acquisition, specifying the date 
thereof and calling upon him to have the 
compensation to be paid in respect thereof 
agreed upon or in default thereof determined by 
arbitration : 

Provided that where any person to whom a 
notice under this subsection is to be served is an 
infant, mental patient or is prohibited by a 
competent Court from the management of his 
affairs or is absent from the Colony, the provi- 
sions of section 75 of the Immovable Property 
(Tenure, Registration and Valuation) Law shall GP. 224. 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

(3) If within one month from the serving of a notice 
under subsection (2) the compensation payable by the 
Committee is not agreed upon, such compensation shall be 
determined by arbitration under the provisions of the 
Arbitration Law, or any Law amending or substituted for Cap. 4. 
the same, in accordance with the principles set out in the 
Land Acquisition Law, or any Law amending or substi- Cap 226. 
tuted for the same, in the case of acquisition of immovable 
property, or in subsection (2) of section 21 in the case of 
acquisition of an undertaking, by reference to two 
arbitrators, one to be appointed by each party, and every 
such reference shall be deemed to constitute an arbitration 
agreement within the meaning of the said Law: 

Provided that in determining such compensation in the 
case of an undertaking the date specified in the notice of the 
proposed acquisition shall be deemed to be the date of 
acquisition. 

(4) If the Committee considers that the amount of corn- 
pensation to be paid in respect of the acquisition as deter- 
mined by the arbitrators is such that'it would be against 
the public interest to proceed with the proposed acquisition, 
the Committee may, with the authority of the Governor- 

(a)  in the case of a notice published in the Gazette 
under subsection (2) of section 18 withdraw such 
notice by a notice to that effect published in the 
Gazette; 

01 (2) 
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(b) in the case of a notice of acquisition under sec tion 2Q 
withdraw, by a notice in writing servod iipon the 
water undertaker, the notice of the proposed 
acquisition, 

and tliereupon in either case such notice shall be deemed to 
be of 110 effect : 

Provided that the Coiiiinittee shall JXLY to the water under- 
taker aiiy espmscs reasonably incurred by him as a result 
of the service of a notice under siibsection (2). 

(5) For the prposes of this section a notice may be 
served either personallj. or by a double registered post. 

__  _ _ _  
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24. A Committee may, at any time before the vesting in it 
of any inimo~-ablc proi)tkrty or any undertaking of any non- 
statutory water iindertaker, abancloii the acquisition : 

Proxided that all costs and expenses incurrcd by any 
owner or occupier of the iininovable Ixopcrty or the non 
statutory water undertaker as a result. of siich abandonnient 
shall be paid by the Committee. 

25. A Comniittee may, with the conwnt of thc c‘ over nor, 
sell, lcase or cxc1i;inge any immovable property, water- 
worlts or iindertaking compulsorily acquired under the 
provisions of this 1,aw which is found not to be required 
for the ~ m - ~ ’ o s e s  in respect of which it has been acquired. 

PART IV. 

COMPENSATION FOR WATER, PRIVATE WATER RIGHT§ 
AND WATERWORKS. 

26. ( 1 )  Any person claiming that any water, water 
rights or waterworks belonging to or enjoyed by hirn have 
been vested in the Committee under paragraph (a) of 
subsection (1) of section 6 may, within three months from 
the (late of the establishment of such Committee, or within 
such further period as Committee may allow, lodge with 
its Cliainiian a petition in writing in the prescribed form 
(hereinafter in this section called the petition ”) specifying 
the water, water rights or waterworks claimed by hirn and 
the grounds upon which the petitioner relies to establish 
his claim. 

(2) The Chairman shall, upon receipt of the petition, 
siibmit the petition to the Comniittee for consideration. 
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(3) The Committee shall, with all reasonable speed, 
proceed to consider the pitition and sliall inform the 
petitioner in writing of its decision not later than three 
months from tire date o f  the lodging of tlic petition. 

(4) (a) If the petitioncr’s claim i\ acccpted by the Coni- 
Illittee, compensation sImH bo p i t i  to Iri i i i  as iri tliis Law 
provided. 

(h)  If the petitioner’s claim is not accepted by the Coni- 
rnittee, the Chairman shall, within fiftet.11 days from the 
date of the decision of tlic Corrinrittec, transniit’the petition 
to the Court. 

(5) The Court shall, within two nionths from the date 
of the transmission of the petition, under qiibscction (4), 
fix a date for the hearing thereof and shall cause notice 
thereof to be served i i p n  the petitioner and the Chairman 
or any other interested party. 

(6) The procedure for the time being in force relating to 
the hearing of civil actions shall apply to the hearing of the 
petition and the Coiirt shall, in relation to any such hearing, 
have all the powers of a Court in trying a civil case. 

(7) The Court shall determine the nature, extent and 
value of the water, water rights or waterworks claimed and 
estimate the con-rpensation to be paid thereof, and its 
judgnieiit <hall be final and conclusive and no appeal shall 
lie therefrom : 

Provided that the Coart, at any stage of the proceedings 
and subject to m y  Rules of Court, may, on its own motion, 
and shall, at  the request of any of the parties, reserve for the 
opinion of the Supreme Coiirt any question of law arising 
in the proceedings, in the form of  a special case, and the 
Supreme Court shall hear and determine the question of law 
arising in such special case and such opinion shall be 
binding on the Court. 

27. ( 1 )  In estimating the cornpcnsation to be paid l*’nnci~’lesof under subsection (7) of section 26 the Court shall, subject to tistcrnuiiing coinpensa- 

subsect ion (2) and subsections (2) and (3)  of wction 28, tion 

apply the same principles iitutatis v i  cttrindis applicable 
in the assessnierit of conipensation for thc compulsory 
acquisition of land irnder tlie Land Acquisition I,aw or any c,ap 226 
Law amending or substituted for the smic. 

(2) In estimating the compensation tinder subsection (1) 
and in applying the principles applicable to the assessment 
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of compensation for conipnlsory acquisition of land the 
Court shall have regard to the following considerations 
and to the bearing of any such considerations upon the 
other, namely- 

(a )  where the water was held or enjoyed together with 
any land, the average net income derived 
therefrom during the immediately preceding 
five years, capitalized at  the rate of four per 
cen tum ; 

( b )  where the water was held or enjoyed independently 
of any land the amount which such water could 
fetch if sold in the open market by a willing 
seller to a willing buyer. 

Compcnsa- 28. (1) A Committee may, instead of paying in cash the 
01, vesting whole or any part of the compensation, undertake to supply 
of water, etc the beneficiary of any water or private water rights, vested 

in the Committee under paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of 
section 6, with a quantity of water sufficient for his 
reasonable domestic needs and for irrigation purposes of 
siich land within the area as has been irrigated by such 
quantity of water during the five years immediately 
preceding the date of the vesting, if any, diie regard being 
had to the quantity of water at the disposal of the Com- 
mittee and the other commitments of the committee. 

(2) The fair market valiie of any water undertaken to be 
supplied by the Committee under subsection (1) shall be 
taken into account in estimating the compensation under 
section 26. 

( 3 )  Where in supplying compensation water under sub- 
section (1) any capital improvement of any waterworks 
are made, the fair market value of such improvements shall 
he taken into consideration in estimating the compensation 
under section 26. 

lion water 

i ' o w p  to  29. (1) A Committee, instead of paying in cash the 
I I  c'l'lnl'Ltcr grant whole or any part of the conipensation or instead of 

!s,Licr rig1it5, snpplying compensation water under section 28, may, 
t <  without prejudice to the rights trahsferred to and vested 

in it under this Law and without prejudice to its powers 
and duties under this Law, by order under the hand of 
the Chairman published in the Gazette, grant to any person, 
who was the former owner of any water or waterworks or 
who was the former beneficiary of any water rights immedi- 

I o/ 1 ? /SO 
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ately prior to the establishment of the Committee, such 
rights in the water belonging to the Committee as the 
Committee niay deem fit. 

30. Compensation payable under the provisions of this Payment of 

Committee under paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 6 Commitl-. 
shall be paid as soon as such compensation has been agreed 
or otherwise determined under the provisions of this Law 
together with interest thereon at the rate of four per 
centum per annum as from the date of the vesting to the 
date of final payment: 

Provided that the Court may fix another time for, and 
the manner of, payment: 

Provided further that, by agreement, any compensation 
may be discharged by the supply of such quantity of com- 
pensation water as may be agreed upon between the 
Committee and the beneficiary concerned. 

compensa- 
Part in respect of any water or water rights vested in a t ion by a 

31. A Committee may, with the consent of the persons Discliargeof 

compensation payable under this Part by the issue to or the ofsecllritiea. 
creation in favoiir of the persons entitled thereto of such 
amount of securities as are equivalent in value to the whole 
or part, as the case may be, of the compensation in respect 
of which the securities are issued or created. 

entitled thereto, discharge the whole or any part of the compensa- tionbyissue 
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PART V. 

GENERAL FINANCIAL PROVISIONS 
32. For tlie piirpose of enabling a Committee to carry 

oirt its fiinctions iinder this Law, the Conirnittec may, with 
the conscnt of t i i c  Governor, borrow ~noney from any 
person in siicli ~iianner and subject to such conditions as 
the Governor may impose. 

33. ( 1 )  A C‘ornmittee may, for the purpose of raising 
I R O I I C ~  which it is aithcirized to borrow under this Law and 
for tlie paj’nient of any conipensation payable under this 
Law. issve stock debentures or other securities. 

(2) 4111 siich securities and interest thereon shall be 
charged on the pi-operty and thc revenues of tlie Committee. 

(3) Siibjcct to thc. provisions o f  this Law, any securities 
created 1 1 ~ 7  the (‘onrrnittce iinder the provisions ;)f this Law 
sliall bc issiied, I ransferred, dtalt with and redtwned 
according to Regirlations made by the Governor in Coiincil. 

34. The (;o\wnor may gt:arantee in such manner and 
upon such terms as lie may think fit the payment of the 
interest ancl principal or -either of them, of any loan 
~ ) ropos~~d  lo lw raised by a Committee. 

35. All  siiiiis received by a Corimiittee shall be paid into 
a fund,  and otit of that fund the salaries and remiineration. 
o f  the officcrs and servants of the Committee and all 
expenses and obligations incurred by the Committee, shall 
be Imid. 

36. All monies of a Committee not immediately required 
to be expended in meeting any obligations or for the 
discharge of any functions of the Committee may be 
investul in siich securities as may be approved by the 
(;overnor. 

37. (1) All rates or charges made by a Committee for the 
sii1y11- of wttcr and for any services rendered by the Com- 
iiiitt&l, in coniiertion thtmqwrith, shall be fixed at siich rate 
am1 on 5iicli scalc that tlie revenue derived therefrom by the 
Comiiiit t w  in any year, together with its revenue (if any) 
in siich year from other soiirces, will be sufficient and only 
suffcicnt, as nc.arly as might be, to pay all expenses and 
meet all obligations of the Cornniit tee properly chargeable 

Tl1\,t75tnl(’nt 
01 l I l O l l l < ’ \  

irc , L I k  of 

, t l n t g t s  
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to income in that year (including the payments falling to be 
made in such year by the Committee in respect of the interest 
on, or repayment of, the principal of any money borrowed 
by the C,ommittee and provision for the redemption of 
securities issued by a Committee under this Law) and 
such sunis as a Committee may think proper to set aside 
in that year for reserve fiind, extensions, renewals, deprecia- 
tion, loans and other like pnrposes. 

(2) The rates or charges under this section may, if a 
Committee thinks fit, be fixed at  different rates and scales 
for different localities or for different purposes, but so that 
no undw preference shall be given to any locality. 

38. (1) A Committee shall cause proper accounts and Accounts books in relation thereto to be kept, and shall prepare an and audit 

annual statement of accounts. 
(2) The accounts of the Committee and of their officers 

shall be audited by an auditor or auditors appointed 
annilally by the Committee subject to the approval of the 
A4ccountant-General. 

(3)  As soon as the accounts have been audited, the Chair- 
man shall send a copy thereof to the Governor, together 
with a copy of any report of the auditor thereon, and shall 
publish the accoiints in such manner as the Governor 
niay direct. 
(4) The auditor’s fees and any expenses of the audit shall 

be paid by the Committee. 

39. A Committee shall be exempt from the payment of Exemption 
any stamp duty under any Law for the time being in force :,:g:,tamp 
relating to stamp duties. 

PART VI. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

40. (1) Where a complaint is made to the Governor that Default 
a Commit tee or a statutory water undertaker has niade ~;;~;;~,tlxe 
default in the performance of any of the duties mentioned in 
this Law or in enforcing any of the provisions of this Law 
which it is their duty to enforce, the Governor, if satisfied 
after due inqniry that the Committee or the undertaker has 
been guilty of the alleged default, shall make an order limit- 
ing a time for the pf rforniance of their duty in the matter of 
such complaint, 
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(2) If such duty is not performed by the time limited in 
the order, such order may be removed into the Supreme 
Court and enforced as if the same had been an order of such 
Court, or the Governor may appoint a temporary board. con- 
sisting of three or more persons to perform such particular 
duty, and shall by order direct that the expenses of perform- 
ing the same shall be paid by the Committee in default, and 
any order made for the payment of such expenses may be 
removed into the Supreme Court and enforced as if the 
same were an order of such Court. The Governor may from 
time to time by order change the constitution of any such 
board. 

(3) Any board appointed under this section to perform the 
duty of a defaulting Committee shall, in the performance and 
for the purposes of such duty, be invested with all the 
powers of such Committee necessary for the performance of 
such duty. 

Power to 
Governor 
to abolish 
an area. 

Collection 
of rates or 
charges. 

cap. 329. 

Offences. 

41. The Governor may, by order published in the Gazette, 
abolish any area and give such incidental, consequential and 
supplementary directions as to him may seem fit for the 
effective carrying out of the order including directions for the 
winding up of the affairs of such area and for the disposal of 
any assets and liabilities of such area. 

42. (1) If any rates or charges payable under this Law 
or any Regulations made thereunder, though properly due, 
remain unpaid, the Chairman of t,he Committee may forward 
to the Comptroller of Inland Revenue a certificate under his 
hand recording the names of the persons who have failed 
to pay such rates or charges as specified therein and the 
Comptroller, upon receipt of such certificate, shall issue a 
warrant authorizing the collection of such rates or chiarges, 
together with an increase of twenty-five per centum over the 
rates or charges due. 

(2) Every such warrant shall be in the like form with the 
necessary modifications as a warrant issued under the Tax 
Collection Law and shall be enforced and the like proceed- 
ings may be had thereon as if it were a warrant issued under 
the said Law. 

43. (1) Any person who fails or refuses, without r'eason- 
able excuse, to give to a Committee such information as is 
required to be given under the provisions of this Law, shall 
be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a 
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fine not exceeding twenty-five pounds, and, in the case of a 
continued failure or refusal, to a fine not exceeding five 
pounds for every day or part of a day on which such failure 
or refusal continues after the first day on which a conviction 
is had. 

(2) Any person who wilfully gives any false information 
as is required to be given under the provisions oi this Law, 
shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction 
to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds. 

(3) Any person who- 
(a) obstructs any officer or servant of a Committee in 

carrying out any of the provisions of this Law or 
any Regulations made thereunder ; 

(b )  alters, enlarges or obstructs any waterworks or 
destroys, defaces or moves any level mark, 
beacon or other structure in connection with 
such works; 

( 6 )  impounds, diverts or takes any water unless 
authorized under the provisions of this Law; 

( d )  interferes with or alters the flow of or pollutes or 
fouls any water vested in a Committee under this 
Law or interferes with the distribution of any 
such water or wastes any such water, or after 
notice to refrain from doing so takes more water 
than he is entitled to or uses it in a manner 
contrary to this Law or any Kegulations made 
thereunder, 

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction 
to imprisonment not exceeding six months or to a fine not 
exceeding one hundred pounds or to both such innprison- 
rnent and fine. 

(3) Where an offence under this section committed by a 
body corporate is proved to have been committed with the 
consent or conQivance of, or to be attributable to any neglect 
on the part of, any director, manages, secretary or other 
officer of the body, he as well as the body, shall be deemed to 
be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to be proceeded 
against and punished according1Ly- 

44. (1) A Committee may make Regulations for all 01: %~lat lons-  
any of the following purposes, that is to say :-- 

(a) regulating the laying of main pipes and the con- 
nection therewith of the various houses and other 
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buildings by the users of water within the area 
and the distribution of the water to such houses 
and other biiildings ; 

(b )  prescribing the size, nature, materials, strength and 
workmanship and the Inode of arrangements, 
connection, disconnection, alteration and repair 
of the pipes, channels, fittings and other water- 
works used for the purposc of the water siipply 
and providing for the control and test of such 
pipes, channels, fittings and other waterworks; 

(c) regiilating the use of the water and preventing any 
waste, undue consumption, misuse, erroneous 
measurement or contamination of siich water ; 

( d )  providing for the maintenance of the water supply 
within their area and of any works connected 
therewith ; 

( e )  regulating the supply and use of water in case of 
drought or other emergency; 

(f) subject to the provisions of this Law, prescrihing 
the rates or charges to be levied in connection 
with the supply or use of water ar id  the time OT 
times at  which such rates or charges shall be 
paid ; 

(g) providing for and regulating tlic lacensing cif v;ater- 
works fitters; 

(h) generally, for the better carrying out of the 
provisions of this Law. 

(2) Regulations under this section shall not be in- 
consistent with the provisions of this or any other Law or 
any Rules or Regulations made thereunder, and shall be 
subject to the approval of the Governor and shall not come 
into operation until they have been approved by him and 
published in the Gazette. 

(3) Any Regulations made under subsection (1) may 
prescribe a penalty of a fine not exceeding twenty-five 
pounds for any breach thereof, to be paid into the fund of 
the Cornmittee. 

(4) The Chairman of a Committee may, a t  his discretion, 
compound any offence against the provisions of any 
Regulations by accepting from the person who has corn- 
mitted or who is reasor: ,3,lly suspected of having committed 
such offence a paymerit of money not exceeding the 



1 maximum monetary penalty prescribed in subsection (3) 

a Committee. 
l 

and the amount so collected shall be paid into Lhe fund of 

45. Whenever a person is convicted of an offence against court  t o  

this Law or any Regulations made thereunder, the Court ;.Aeot of 
trying the oilcnce shall, in addition to any other punish- fcesorduties 
iiient it may consider fit to impose on si~ch person, order not paid. 
siich p ison  to yay any rates or charges due in respect of the 
inatter to which the offence relates. 

SCHEDULE. I 
(Sectiolz 18.) 

1 I I L  MIALEI< (DI~,\WI.OPMENT ANI)  DIYIRIBUIION) L.\w. 
Notice is hereby given that the following immovable propel tylwater- 

\Aroiits (destrihe property fo br acquired) is required by the Water Develop- 
ment Committee of for (set out the pawpose). 

Any person claiming to have any right or interest in the said immovable 
propetty/~aterworks, who objects to the acquisition thereof, is required 
within six weeks from the date of the posting of this notice to send to me 
a statement of his rights and interest and of the evidence thereof, and of 
any claim made by him in respect of such right or interest. 

The Water Development Committee of is willing to treat for 
the acquisition of the said immovable propert ylwatenvorks. 

A plan showing the immovable property described above is available 
for inspection at 

More particulars with regard to the waterworks may also be obtained 
at 

?. 
Cap. 348 

Dated this day of I 19 , 

Chairman of the Water Development 
Committee of 

Posted this day of 9 19 

(WJ 




